Sydney John ALLEN

Date of Birth:
Address:

Family:

School Record:

House:

Age:

Date of Death:
Service No:
Medals:

Service Record:

Details of Casualty:

Commemorated:

22 March 1895.
83 Langdale Road, Thornton Heath.

Son of Frederick James Allen & Jessie
Mary Allen of 83 Langdale Road,
Thornton Heath.

Joined 3" Form in September 1909;
left in April 1911.

Green

21.

1 July 1916.
3123

1914 Star.

Corporal in 15t/9%" Bn. London Regiment
(Queen Victoria’s Rifles).

Missing believed killed 1 July 1916.

Thiepval Memorial, France.



Corporal Sydney John Allen

1°'/9" Bn. London Regiment (Queen Victoria’s Rifles)

Sydney was born in Brixton on 22 March 1895 to parents Frederick James Allen and Jessie Mary Allen (nee Easton). Whitgift Middle School
records give the family’s address as 83 Langdale Road, Thornton Heath, and Sydney was living at this address when the 1911 National
Census was completed; they also, along with Croydon and the Great War, list his name as John Sydney. He had at least two elder brothers,
Frederick Montague Allen (born in 1891) and Lionel George Fife Allen (born 1892) and an elder sister Louise. Frederick also attended
Whitgift Middle School and would also serve in the Great War as Private no. 3140 in 2" Bn. London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers); he was
discharged as medically unfit for service (“melancholia”) in December 1914.

Sydney attended Winterbourne Road School before joining the Third Form at Whitgift Middle School in September 1909. He was a
member of Green House and played in their football 1 XI He also appeared in the Annual Concert of 1909 and was awarded the
Headmaster’s special prize for essay writing in 1910 before leaving the School in April 1911. He joined Lloyds Bank and was based in their
Lombard Street branch in Central London before joining Trinity House.

Upon the outbreak of War he enlisted at Thornton Heath and joined the 1%/9" Battalion of the London Regiment (Queen Victoria’s Rifles)
at their HQ at 56 Davies Street, London W1, in September 1914 as Private no. 3123; this was the same battalion as fellow Old Mid Ernest
Vining. A Territorial unit that formed part of the 3™ London Brigade within 1 London Division, upon mobilisation they moved to
Bullswater (near Aldershot) and then St. John’s Hill camp, Crowborough, in September, guarding railway lines. These duties caused some
disappointment among the men as they had volunteered for foreign service but on 27 October the Battalion was ordered to move to
Southampton for transport to France. After disembarking at Le Havre on 5November 1914 the Queen’s Victoria Rifles were posted to the
13" Infantry Brigade within the 5™ Division. Sydney’s medal index card confirms this move, although the date given is the date of
embarkation — 4 November; this entitled him to the award of the 1914 Star. At some stage Sydney was promoted to Corporal.

Picture courtesy of Croydon Advertiser

The Queen Victoria’s Rifles spent three weeks training behind the lines and had their first period in the trenches on 29 November 1914 in
Flanders when “A” & “B” Companies relieved units of the Royal West Kent Regiment and King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in the
Waulverghem sector of the Ypres Salient. Their first large battle occurred on 21/22 April 1915 at the infamous Hill 60 and the Battalion also
saw further action during the Second Battle of Ypres. The ‘Mid-Whitgiftian’ April 1915 edition includes a couple of letters from Sydney to
the headmaster (GA Jones).The first, dated 13 January 1915, is short and says he was just out of the trenches after a strenuous time (73
hours in the rain). He had seen his name in the Croydon Advertiser and had found his knowledge of French an asset. The second letter
dated 13 February 1915 was written after he had received a copy of the “Old Boys’ Magazine” in which his name was mentioned. This is
reproduced below:-



e

154 Hritislh Expeditionsry Foree.
Paliruicry 15th, 1815

Duan My, Jowss,—L have jnst weosived fram Tweme o copy of the
T 0l Feys® Magneine,” in swhich my nmme is oenfiomed, nnd 1
thenght, perbiape, pon mosld like to Tereive o few Hzes S2om s

Well, we Eave been out hare sicee the Beginning of Movember,
and heve cesnpled the enecles un s off for the post twoe and m-hald
mnetha v an, Ansing which fime wa lava axpicienced soms very
tad westher, Tho tmewchea vary o sood deal, Bt we have mewver
cneagnd te gt fn e weally dry me,  Cne treneh wo ocowpied T
lmew cimp is mud aed weter, and one of ene fallews alipped in Tp
fo his awoulders, anc it fowc fve benss Lo dig Lim gal,  Om this
mnion we wore ttrelly paddling, and yoo osr imneme the sop-
divion we wits bnowhaa e lefl. T mareged tofud whatT thmghbwes s
ey eormer foosit in, bt whan I got wp I dissorercd that my pasic
wak semplebely sobmirged in bhe mod, We were anly 5 osands fram
cie Qerranss, and fowl of mony 1ownde. On anethir swosmon we
wore thrid dage im the fleing lne, aed it reined fhe wbale o,
Lhia time 1 woa coe of the roion guorly, who were 2000 off L deae
gk from hradquarters, sBous & mile away. Ve lafé tha tremalics
al _II:'JD'U: .88 p, and found many meates sbealaiely impessahls
e Lo Lie deols—mme 82005 wars Jike Inkes—ond the way wa
wrantually fook wos & very difionlt aie. The sipht was s deck fhet
om comhl pot s e man in froet of il Hearsvor, e wavs fiva
bours om thde fatigne, and wara goslal twongh. T eanr #fr we mane
agedl bo loeep oarmelves Sn goml spirits and meks $he hest of avary-
Uiiug, but it haa Teen hard ot times. The fields mear the fier
line 2re inenidably in o very bl sondition.  Traoen s Tolos— e
1 Cesl wide and T fel desp—ninde by ahalls, disnsed teqnebes and
| wake marching difleeli, sapecinlly “wiwn il iz wery

Harlz. e wiw n fellow allp fe e of these * Jask Johnsen® koles! |
The Twrmivonses ond Wdlings in the wiciniby cof the Eiiag Tine pre.
-I-.ml- a -.:r:-*_ |ml~}_»-v+1ilc 4?&;:!1'2'!’.". Mot of them are laid very low by
gl s pluosive ahywelly may eay most ar
aniied thraagh shell fise R g v

We are able tn gel 2 Titthe rost In Hhe tronches.  Aw & 7ole e
nre dugonby songiiacksd in e brerches, fn which we enn a'eap,
iu tnre, divring the dayifme. We hnra aplendid food tn bhe trenches
ad wioare able 20 wsake et comn, bes, o eollée, sso, and amn
fig Lacem by menie of eu dospeovieed nbtowe taking ha ferw: af p
sumall tin of fal with pleors of vi% 1og as wicks,

"ePER, we arc bick ogain from e trenches dor socther rest.

It wis & Jong mirveli=—soume B wiiles on cobblas—bab bes wes aprrmd
Thicli-way, from oms a'd karchan, which sevivee mir comsideralily. Tou
cie probobly tmagine how glad ve e to ger Tack to onre billste

I trust ros are keaping well, mad with Eindest vogards,

T remande, yours very truly. a
ITDNEY ATLEYX.

In February 1916 the 1st/9™ Bn. London Regiment was transferred to the 169" Infantry Brigade as part of the 56™ (London) Division. This
Division was assigned the task of delivering a diversionary attack on the fortified village of Gommecourt on 1 July 19186, the first day of the
Battle of the Somme. Two other Old Mid Whitgiftians, Hubert Davis and Alfred Mabbott, were serving with other battalions within 169
Infantry Brigade and did not survive the attack. http://www.gommecourt.co.uk/

Chris McCarthy’s “The Somme — The Day by Day Account” summarises the action: “On 1% July they attacked Gommecourt forming up in No
Man’s Land under cover of smoke at 7.20am. The wire had been cut and the first two lines were taken with comparatively little loss and
the third line after a fight but Nameless Farm stayed in German hands. The German counter barrage cut off the attacking troops and
carrying parties could not reach them. The Germans continued to counter attack with an intense artillery barrage and bombs and 1 or 2
light guns in Puiseux Valley did particular damage. By 2pm 168 and 169 Brigades were holding the first and second lines. By 4pm the
second line had fallen. At 9.30pm the last of the Londoners withdrew, suffering heavy casualties in No Man’s Land.”

View of Gommecourt Park (the German front line positions) and village of Gommecourt from the old British front line. The attacks were
launched across the fields heading towards the right centre, avoiding the wood and seeking to outflank it.


http://www.gommecourt.co.uk/
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The village was held by the German IR [Infantry Regiment] 70 and the counter attack was made by RIR [Reserve Infantry Regiment] 55. The
Battalion’s War Diary lists the casualties in total as 16 Officers and 529 Other Ranks: of these 6 Officers and 51 Other Ranks were



confirmed as killed in action; 5 Officers and 290 Other Ranks were wounded; and 5 Officers and 188 Other Ranks were listed as missing.
Sydney, aged 21, was one of those recorded as killed in action. The Mid Whitgiftian in November 1916 printed the following letter from
Sydney’s father:

83, Langdale Road, Thornton Heath,
st July, 1916.

My Dean Big,—You will be sorry to hear, as 1 nm deeply
grigved to say, that my dear son, Sydney Jobn Allen, was killed
in the advance at Gommeconrt on July 1st. You will remember
he joined the Ph County of London (Queen Vietorin's Rifles)
and went to France in November, 1913. On July lst his regiment
formed part of the brigade that failed to pierce the enemy line at
Gommesourt after advancing through curtsin fire to the third line
of tremches., Although we at home feel the loss heenly, we feel
that Byduey's death was a glorious one, as aldhough the advance
failod our brave soldiers held the German guns, thercby saving
the situstion st other points of the line. The advance iz graphi-
cally deseribed by Mr. Beach Thomas in the ' Daily Mail!" of Sth
inst. under the heading ** The Epie of Gommeconrt.”

Yours faithiully,
F.J. ALLEX.

The Bev. G. A. Jones, B.A,

P.8.—You once very kindly signed his paper when he thought
of applying for s commission, but Sydney preferred not to leave
his pals, but to rise from the ranks. He was a Corporal.

The 29 July 1916 edition of the Croydon Advertiser and Surrey County Reporter carried the following article:

“Old Whitgiftian [sic] Killed in Action.

“Mr and Mrs FJ Allen, residents of Thornton Heath, have learned with deep regret that their youngest son, Sydney John Allen, was killed in
action on July 1st. Twenty-one years of age, deceased was educated at the Whitgift Middle School and was for some time a chorister at St
John’s Church, Upper Norwood.

“On leaving school he entered the service of Lloyd’s Bank Limited, Lombard Street, afterwards taking up an appointment in Trinity House.
He joined the Queen Victoria’s Rifles on the outbreak of war and went to France in November 1914. He took part in the glorious fight at
Hill 60 and the second battle of Ypres.

“The charge in which he fell is reported as being one of the most glorious of the war. 700 of the QVR with other Territorial battalions
advanced singing through a triple barrage of fire to capture certain trenches and penetrated to the third German line. The enemy it is
stated had amassed piles of ammunition and many guns in this sector in preparation for the attack and our gallant boys suffered heavily in
the advance. Later, owing to the curtain of fire put behind them by the enemy, supplies were unable to get up in time and the troops
underwent the mortification of having to retire from the ground they had won again losing many men and officers as they fell back.
“Deceased, who possessed the true spirit of the soldier is reported to have been one of the smartest NCOs in his regiment and he was
much loved by all his comrades and by all who knew him.”

Sydney’s body was either not recovered or lost, and he has no known grave; he is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial to the
Missing: http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/80800/THIEPVAL%20MEMORIAL



http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/80800/THIEPVAL%20MEMORIAL
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